
Accountable Independent Reading (AIR) 

Reading is a crucial life skill. We read to learn, to receive instructions, to communicate, to entertain, and to experience 
perspectives and worlds apart from our own. Competent readers not only spend less time studying and perform well on exams 
but also express themselves more effectively, as they are more familiar with the impact and nuances of language. Yet, no one is 
born a natural reader; reading is a developed skill. Reading regularly with an engaged mind allows you to become a more 
skillful reader; you will start to enjoy reading more, which in turn will lead to more reading.   

 
Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) Time in class 

~10-15 minutes of engaged reading with approved AIR book 
2 pts daily 

Weekly Dialectical Journals 
Consult Guidelines below 

10 pts each 

Successful Completion of AIR  
Exhibited steady reading progress of at least 300 pages by the end of the quarter. If you do not 
complete the quarterly page requirement, divide the number of read pages by 300 to get your 

grade. If you do not complete at least 2 books by the end of the semester, you will only receive half 
credit for AIR that semester. 

100 pts each quarter 

Expect other miscellaneous assignments based on your AIR throughout the semester.  
AIR accounts for 10% of your overall grade in class. 

 

~Dialectical Journals Guidelines~ 

You will write weekly DJ entries spread throughout your semester’s AIR. This exercise is meant to help you develop a higher 

level of engagement with the text and practice writing critically about texts. Using the word document provided on the 

webpage, you will submit individual entries on Turnitin.com for review.  

Left-hand column: Select and copy down a passage from your reading based on the weekly prompt. It must be at least TWO 

lines in length within your book. Include MLA in-text citation indicating which page the passage is located. 

Right-hand column: Answering the prompt usually involves explaining the literary significance of your passage with word 

count in parentheses at the end. You must write at least 100 words responding to the text, focusing on the author’s 

writing and the effect it creates. DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE PASSAGE! Simply summarizing will only earn half credit. 

 

Grading and Samples on the BACK → 

Requirements 

✓ Each quarter, you will read at least 300 pages for AIR. By the end of each semester, you will have independently 

completed at least 2 books, as well as engage in conferences about your reading progress and write 

Dialectical Journal entries based on your reading.  

✓ You will be allotted time in class to read your AIR book, so you are required to bring your book to class daily. 

To effectively complete your reading assignment though, you are expected to read outside of class. You will 

keep track of your reading progress by logging your pages and conferring with Ms. Tse. 

✓ During one-on-one conferences with Ms. Tse, which will occur during AIR time periodically, we will discuss your 

book, so you must have your book on hand for Ms. Tse to check. I will ask questions to gauge your 

understanding and engagement, log your progress, and help enrich your overall reading experience. When you 

finish a book, you must notify Ms. Tse right away to hold a conference before you move on to your next book. 

✓ Book selections must be approved by Ms. Tse.  

o One book must be a fictional novel of literary merit. Use the “College-Bound Readers” list on the webpage as 

your guide. This list is not exhaustive, so if you have a title in mind for this category, consult Ms. Tse. 

o Other books are your choice (genre fiction, epic poem, play, young adult, short stories, graphic novel, 

nonfiction, etc.). Books must have some semblance of narrative structure even if nonfiction. 

o All AIR books must be school and grade-level appropriate. General guideline for reading level is 850+ lexile 

level (Consult https://fab.lexile.com/).  

o Each book must be a physical edition that is brought to class daily (no digital copies). 

o Only books that you have not read before are acceptable for this assignment. A motivation behind AIR is to 

be exposed to more new literature. If I find out that you have already read prior to this school year your 

selected book(s), your total AIR grade will be deducted 50 percent.  

o Required reading for future English classes are prohibited (Julius Caesar, To Kill a Mockingbird, 1984, Night, 

The Great Gatsby, Brave New World, Macbeth, Hamlet, The Crucible, etc.) 

https://fab.lexile.com/


Below are sample DJ entries for the novel A Separate Piece by John Knowles. Follow the format for your own DJs. 

Text Passages Explanation of Literary Significance 
“I didn't entirely like this glossy new 
surface, because it made the school look 
like a museum, and that's exactly what it 
was to me, and what I did not want it to 
be… I had always felt that the Devon 
School came into existence the day I 
entered it, was vibrantly real while I was 
a student there, and then blinked out like 
a candle the day I left” (Knowles 1). 

As our narrator establishes the setting, his nostalgia is tinged with melancholy as he realizes how 
much distance exists between his youthful schoolboy days and his current adulthood. This 
reminds me of when I visited my dad's old family home in China. No one lives there, but our 
family still maintains it. For my father, it was a long overdue homecoming. I imagine my father 
and our narrator share similar feelings of walking through a “museum,” with objects and places 
that have past value, but the space is no longer filled with liveliness or the people that mattered 
to them. The narrator also reveals himself to be quite self-centered, evident in his belief that the 
Devon School only mattered and existed when he was there. He acknowledges that this is not an 
actual real-life fact, but his perspective shapes his worldview. Our narrator is characterized as 
someone who may become so blindsided by their own narrow mindset that they do not realize 
the truth. The use of the simile to compare his school’s existence to a candle going out suggests 
the fragility of even great institutions. The school used to be his entire world; he was living in a 
sheltered bubble and then it popped, leaving him with nothing. (208 words) 

“'Oh yes I did. I'm good for you that way. 
You have a tendency to back away from 
things otherwise.'  
'I never backed away from anything in my 
life!' I cried, my indignation at this charge 
naturally stronger because it was so true. 
'You're goofy!' 
Phineas just walked serenely on, or 
rather flowed on, rolling forward in his 
white sneakers with such unthinking 
unity of movement that 'walk' didn't 
describe it” (Knowles 10). 
 

I don't even know the name of our narrator yet, but Phineas is obviously incredibly important to 
him. His response reveals low self-esteem and a sensitive ego. The narrator's tone toward his 
friend seems to be admiring and awestruck, yet there is a suggestion of rivalry between the two 
as our narrator becomes upset and defensive over Phineas questioning his bravery and pointing 
out how much influence he has over our narrator. His “indignation” highlights the narrator’s 
petty righteousness, his belief that he should always correct. Phineas, however, is presented as a 
foil for our narrator: he is casual and confident. Phineas has an alluring, lighthearted air about 
him that is almost hard for our narrator to describe. Phineas almost has an aura of purity with 
his movement in his “white shoes” being described as “serenely” “flow[ing]” with “unthinking 
unity.” It seems that masculine challenges and physical competition will be recurring motifs 
throughout this novel.  (156 words) 

 

Tips for Choosing Passages from the Text  
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought-provoking, or puzzling. For example, you might record: 

o Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices 
o Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before 

o Structural shifts or turns in the plot 

o A passage that makes you realize some new insight 

o Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols, or motifs 

o Passages with challenging language or unfamiliar vocabulary 
o Events you find surprising or confusing 

o Passages that illustrate a specific character or setting 

Tips for Responding to the Text  

The most important thing to remember is that your observations need to be SPECIFIC and DETAILED. You should write 

about higher level concepts that go beyond summarizing the events. No matter what aspect you focus on, you will always 

discuss how it creates or enhances the overall meaning of the text. 

o Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery, diction, etc.) 

o Make connections between different characters or events in the text 

o Make connections to a different text (film, song, book, etc.) 

o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or characters(s) 

o Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character 

o Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole 

o Explain the literary significance of the way the setting is described 

o Discuss how the conflict, plot, or theme has been developed in the passage 

o Explain how the character has evolved as a result of the passage 

o Analyze a difference in tone (what author/speaker feels) and mood (what you the reader feels) that has been 

expressed in the passage 

o Explain how diction, imagery, and/or figurative language affect the story and the way it is being told 

To earn an A (9-10 pts) on each DJ, your entry must include: 

Meaningful passages, plot, and quotation selections. Eloquently answers the prompt with thoughtful interpretation and 

commentary about the text; avoids clichés and summaries. Comments about literary devices such as theme, narrative voice 
(POV), imagery, conflict, etc. and how each contributes to the meaning of the text. Insightful personal connections and 

thought-provoking questions. Coverage of text is complete and thorough. Journal is organized (utilizes template provided) 

and writing demonstrates appropriate academic language and style (grammar and spelling included); student has followed 

directions in the creation of journal. 

(i) Points will be deducted on the LEFT side for failure to document accurately according to the model provided  
(ii) Points will be deducted on the RIGHT side for superficial and/or incomplete responses. Plagiarism results in a zero! 
 

 


